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Phi Kappa Psi has served as steward of the Irving Literary Society
since 1888, a relationship forwarded into both our participation in the
CURP '66 and the Residential Housing initiative of the 1990s. “The
Irving” is our hommage to the importance of intellect in Cornell Life.

Attached find some recent doings of “the Irving.”
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Chapter GPA Moves Back Above 3.0!

WALL STREET, Nov. 1-Federal pur-
chase of the American banking system
has turned bears into bullettes, leaving
brothers in the finance industry looking
for new “indicia.” What will lead the
market into 20102 Phi Kappa Psi’s GPA!
Last semester, we crossed the 3.0 mark
from an abysmal low of 2.72, a depth
not achieved since the class of 1924 left
the Hill. Walking the dormer halls in
search of hard work and toil this
autumn, we found:

David Coon 11, an ILR major and
one of the top academic performers of
the house, is both a writer for and board
member of Visible Hand, the journal of
the Cornell Economic Society. As writ-
ing manager, David coordinated author-
ship of the spring 2009 issue, featuring
articles on the economics of print jour-
nalism, eminent domain, liquidity in the
American banking sector, and other
interesting subjects. His own work
appeared in the fall 2008 issue, entitled
“Irrational Enactments: An Analysis of
the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008,”
which posited that, “[e]conomists thus
far are divided on whether or not the act
has indeed been effective in stimulating
the economy. In a study by Christian
Broda and Jonathan Parker, the two
economists argue that the stimulus did
in fact have a significant effect on con-

sumer spending. However, other
economists, such as Martin Feldstein,
argue that the effects of the stimulus on
economic growth are decidedly overstat-
ed. Overall, economic data from the
months following the stimulus reveal
that consumers did not spend enough of
the tax rebates to justify the Act’s cost, a
result that can be explained by economic
theory.”

Other chapter standouts in the intel-
lectual arena include Andrew Tschiderer
12, an applied economics and manage-
ment major and a top academic per-
former planning to study abroad next
yvear at the London School of Economics;
and varsity football team member Brian
Carroll *12, an engineering major skillful-
ly juggling his drive for academic excel-
lence with his rigorous schedule as a
member of the varsity football team.
Coon, Tschiderer, and Carroll were all
members of the pledge class of 2009 and
are now living in the Gables.

Brian Bendett ’12 is the new editor of
The NYAlphan and dean of the Irving
Literary Society. He is an economics and
government major in the College of Arts
and Sciences. His family includes
Reunion men John Rendell 00, Jarka
Duba °95, Jeff Kennedy 90, and George
Daddis ’85.

The GPA
initiative, in
tandem with
the Associate
Dean for
Fraternities and
Sororities.
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Bear Tracks

DAY HALL, Oct. 30-Where’s the Bear?
It’s a question alumni leaders ask twice a
year at the semi-Annual Meetings, Reunion
and Homecoming. Since the late 1980s, we
have been careful to teach our youngest
brothers that “we are Cornell”. As the old-
est student organization on the Hill (having
founded, and been founded from, the Irving
Literary Society), Phi Kappa Psi holds the
honored position in campus discourse. It is
a burden we do not carry lightly; regimes
come and regimes go; the bonds are eternal.

So when Brian Bendett "12 was installed
this past autumn as the new dean, Irving
Literary Society, we were given pause to
consider recent events on the Hill. The
deanship is Cornell’s oldest student-held
position, created by Andrew Dickson
White and Brother John Andrew Rea
(Ohio Alpha 1868), the summer before
Cornell opened its doors. So when the
chapter voices concerns about “Day Hall,”
“the university,” or “university administra-
tors,” it is not levied against “Cornell”; to
put it directly, it is not self-criticism. Joe
Foraker (Ohio Alpha 1869) chose the eagle
for New York Alpha’s mascot many years
before Touchdown [-IV served as Cornell’s
icon. We simply keep an eagle’s eye on all
interests working Cornell life for their own
bureaucratic advantage, and hopefully for
the advantage of Cornell as an institution
as well.

The eagle has been watching for Bear
tracks lately. The 27-percent drop in the
university’s endowment caught many
alumni by surprise; as soon as the smoke
clears from the $90 million budget cuts
Day Hall has to execute this fall, universi-
ty administrators will unfold the more
painful $45 million in cuts needed next
spring to balance the Skorton administra-
tion’s budget. Our $12,000 kitchen budget
deficit, accumulated since 2004, seemed
more manageable once we saw these num-
bers. But unlike the chapter’s operating
finances, President Skorton can turn to
alumni largesse to balance his books. A
hungry bear will emerge from his winter
den, searching for fresh fish.



Alumni Show That Old Dogs Don’t
Need to Learn New Tricks

MECKLENBERG, N.C., April 2—Not
to be outdone, two more New York Alphans
are competing for Beijng 2008 positions,
south of the border in the United States.
American time trials for both swimming and
the triathlon are not schedule until June, but
both brothers Mike Smit 07 and Doug
Friman 97 have been training to make the
American team.

Mike has retreated to the peaceful calm
of North Carolina to work on his game,
while Doug has been holed up at the U.S.
Olympic Training Facility in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. Mike is currently ranked
81st in the men’s 200 fly, achieving a
2:02:94 at the 2007 IN Conoco Phillips
Nationals, on July 31, 2007. The next time
to qualify will be at Omaha, Nebraska,
beginning June 29, 2008. The Beijing team
will take the top six times in Olympic events
at finals from World Championships, Pan
AMs, World University Games and
Nationals. In January, Doug was certified as
eligible to compete in the U.S. Olympic
Team Trials Triathlon scheduled for April
19, 2008, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

The chapter entered the Olympic arena
with brother Jon Anderson’s ("72) member-

ship on the U.S. Olympic Team at Munich in
1972 and continued the tradition with Dave
Clark’s (*82) Los Angeles efforts in 1984.
Doug Friman ’97 brought us back to the
arena at Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004.

Ryan Adams °09, dean of the Irving
Literary Society and editor of the
NYAlphan, is majoring in civil and environ-
mental engineering and is planning a career
in structural design. His fraternal line arises,
interesting, from Rhbode Island Alpha. Mike
Halperin "01 transferred to Cornell. His big
brother was G.P. of that chapter, one Mike
Spatz (Brown "01).

NEWS FLASH AS WE GO TO PRESS . ..Tuscaloosa Olympic tri-
als on April 19 kept Doug Friman "97 in the running (and swim-
ming). Shoemaker took the first U.S. men’s Olympic slot in Beijing
last September; Reed punched the second 1.5. men’s Olympic
triathlon ticket; that leaves Potts and Kemper with triathlon’s ver-
sion of a Texas death cage wrestling match this June 2008 at Des
Moines. As each has a second and a third place in the three U.S.
Olympic trials competition, it’s basically a winner-take-all match
race for the third U.5. Olympic mens triathlon slot, and that means
our Friman is still in the race ! Doug took fourth at Beijing and Brian
Heischmann took fourth at Tuscaloosa. They are poised to leap
over Kemper and Potts by placing first—a long odds proposition,
but New York Alpha has achieved against greater odds!

Irving update to membership,
NYAlphan (95:3)
(Spring 2008)



Four-hundred-thirty brothers, or 36
percent of our living order, recently
swarmed to the LINKED IN professional
networking website to form a web sup-
porting each other’s careers.

No extended chapter meeting here: a
gaggle of Wall Street brothers have been
using it to scout options; pre-meds are
using it find residencies, another brother
used it to find contacts in Detroit—our
condolences, Pete Hornack ’89 for that
assignment—and a pledge even snuck on
in search of contacts in the field of equine
epidemiology, that’s “horse rashes” guys.

As brother Jonathan Baker *04 said, "I
have been serving in the Peace Corps in
Cape Verde (a sunny little island nation
400 miles off the coast of Senegal) for
nearly two years as an English teacher,
but now I am planning for life back in

Join the Matrix

the U.S. LINKED IN has helped me get in
touch with several brothers who have
offered advice and insight as to my next
move in the international development
community.”

You need to join this network,
regardless of whether you are working,

—

No room at Cabo Alpha:

g

retired, or independently wealthy and
playing bocce. Go to: www.phikappapsi-
cornell.org/public3.asp click on the
LINKED IN hyperlink, search for “Dan
Meyer,” general secretary of the Irving
Literary Society, and ask to be let in!

Brothers (from left) Madu "08, Blessing "08, Lempa 08, and

McGuire "08 enjoy spring break in Acapulco, Mexico.

www.phikappapsi-cornell.org

Irving technology initiative,

SARATOGA ROOM, GABLES,
Nov. 1— The editor of the NYAlphan
serves as ex officio dean of Cornell’s
Irving Literary Society.

The Society was set-up by
our founder Jack Rea 1869 as
the conduit for rushing the
first classes of Phi Kappa
Psi.

It also was the genesis of
our dark twin, the Chi
Colony of Psi Upsilon.
When Irving membership 5
waned at the turn of the
20th century, the remaining
Phi Psi brothers folded the
Irving’s activities into their new
publication called the New York
Alphan, first pressed in 1913.

From time to time, the dean salutes

IV GV

NYAlphan (95:3)
(Spring 2008)

The Dean’s List

great literary or artistic endeavors by
the men of New York Alpha. We’ve
had a run of success this past year:

¢ Hail to brother Andrew
Weinberg 98, the first New
York Alphan to take the
prized Emmy Award for his
work as a screenwriter for
Late Night With Conan
O’Brien;

* Hail to brother Wally
Auser '72 for his recently
published tome, Dissing God:
The Myth of Spiritual
Neutrality (2007).

e . .. and finally, hail to brother Eric
Frick '94, author of Stock Returns and

www.phikappapsi-cornell.org

the Timing of Capital Investment (Sept.
12, 2007) and Mutual Fund
Performance, Board Compensation,
Board Fund Holdings and Manager
Turnover (Jan. 17, 2006).

If you have news of other fraternal
literati, mail it to us, and we’ll salute
more hail brothers, well met.

Ryan Adams 09 is a major in the
College of Engineering studying civil
and environmental engineering. In
addition to Ryan’s duties, be has served
mightily on the Big Red varsity’s offen-
sive line. Upon commencement, he
intends to enter the workforce. Ryan’s
fraternal line is documented through
Doug Lempa *08 to Dan Myers "06.

Irving publications post,
NYAlphan (95:2)
(Winter 2007-2008)



The 138™ Celebration
“1-3-8"
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Duncan Campbell 93 Kicks Off Speaker Series

By Steve Miller "07
G.P.

THE GABLES, Feb. 16—The actives
welcomed Duncan Campbell *93, former
chief of staff to the secretary of Homeland
Security, back to the Gables with an infor-
mal dinner prepared by Dave Duprix,
house chef.

With all 70 brothers and pledges
in attendance, the dining room
was roaring with typical dinner-
time discussions. A former G.P. of
New York Alpha, Campbell
quickly found himself feeling like
“one of the guys again,” dis-
cussing everything from house
matters to current Major League
Baseball action. Duncan’s visit was
one of two alumni speaker events
planned and executed in the residence pro-
gram for AY 2006-07. Look for details of
Pat Mulcahy’s (’66) visit in the Fall
NYAlphan.

Duncan spoke after dinner in the Robert
W. Miller Grear Hall. In addition to the
actives, newly elected Chapter Adviser Jack
Jacobs *89, Barry Bernstein '75, and John
Totolis "98 were also in attendance. With
the Great Hall filled to capacity, Duncan
recounted for 30 minutes on the relevance

2006 Alumni Calendar

September 18
Annual Dues and Dimes Campaign

October 13-15

Semi-annual Meeting, October 14,
10:00 a.m.

Gables Beat Colgate !

October 21
138th Anniversary, Irving Literary
Society

“Down hemlock-covered paths through
stream banks of lavender,
we swore an oath among white pines
to defend the House against all”

Speaker Series

of the New York Alpha experience to his
career.

Duncan comes from a long Phi Kappa
Psi line: his grandfather served as the PKP
national historian for many years. “He is
an amazing person,” Campbell said,
“someone whose dedication I will admire
forever.” His father, Jim Campbell "63, was

one of our alumni presidents during
the launch of the Gables
Campaign. With these great
role models to build upon,
Duncan excelled at Cornell as
both a varsity baseball player
and the House G.P. Of great-
est importance to his New

York Alpha experience were

the friendships he developed,
he said.
After college, Duncan pursued a
career in politics. In his first position
with Governor Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania,
he served as a campaign manager. After
holding many positions, he eventually
became one of Ridge’s closest advisers.
When Ridge was appointed to secretary of
Homeland Security, Campbell gladly fol-
lowed. Drawing upon his leadership experi-
ence at Phi Psi, he signed on to the role of
chief of staff. Even forced to miss most of

NYAlphan (94:1)
(Summer 2006)

(continued on page two)



The Irving and Phi Kappa Psi lead
the University’s CURP ’66 Priority Groups
in the West Campus Residential
Initiative
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Gables Groundbreaking A Huge Success As Over 150 Phi Psis, Cornell
Administrators, And Ithaca Luminaries Attend June Ceremony

After years of planning and the most suc-
cessful fund-raising effort ever undertaken by
any college fraternity, more than 200 alumni,
their guests, undergraduate brothers, Cornell
administrators, faculty, and local dignitaries
joined together on the afternoon of June 7,
1997, for groundbreaking ceremonies for The
Gables.

Passing showers greeted the alumni who
had returned for Reunion Weekend but did
nothing to dampen the excitement and satisfac-
tion well expressed by participants. Serving as
toastmaster of the event was Alumni President
James D. Campbell Jr.
’62. Past Alumni Presi-
dent Winfield Shiras III
48, one of the key early
organizers of The Gables
campaign, offered poign-
ant glimpses back to the
days at 312 Thurston
Avenue and the early de-
velopment of The Gables
project.

Daniel P. Meyer ’87
reflected on the fraterni-
ty’s development at 525
Stewart Avenue and also
on discussions with key
alumni, including Robert
W. Miller ’55, whose vi-
sion and commitment
were instrumental in
raising our sights and

Above: A toast to a job well done. Vice President for Student and Academic
Services Susan Murphy, project architect Roger Newill 68, and Phi Psi
National President Greg Knapp raise a toast to Phi Psi’s future. Left: Alumni
President Jim Campbell 62 welcomes guests to groundbreaking ceremonies.

expectations.

Vice President of Stu-
dent and Academic Serv-
ices Susan H. Murphy (Pi
Beta Phi) extended the
congratulations of the uni-
versity and made it clear
that Phi Psi’s successes
would play a pivotal role
in moving other Cornell

fraternities and sororities forward in addressing
their needs to renovate and improve their
respective facilities.

Mahad Ibrahim ’97 spoke for the under-
graduate brothers, expressing their gratitude to
alumni whose support has made The Gables a
reality. Mahad also reflected on how The
Gables will better serve the needs of the chap-
ter and aid in recruiting top-quality members.
He expressed the deep appreciation of the
undergraduate brothers for the outpouring of
alumni support that made the project a reality.

Following his remarks, Mahad received the
ceremonial gold shovel from project architect
Roger F. Newill 68 and dug the first scoop of
soil signifying the birth of The Gables. All
attendees then raised a toast to New York

(continued on page two)

Left: Chapter, national, and alumni association
leaders pose for a picture. Left to right: Mahad
Ibrahim ’97; Terry Harper, executive director of
Phi Kappa Psi; Jim Campbell '62, alumni pres-
ident; long-time local alumnus Fred Beck '58;
and Greg Knapp, national fraternity president.

Turn to center spread for many more photos of The Gables groundbreaking!
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“Hail Fellows, Well Met”

The autumnal damp soaked the scholar’s leathers
well beyond the point of ruin. Reaching the edge of
the hill, he heard those incessant bells begin “Evening
Song.” Below him the fields of Frederick Cornell’s
dairy farm framed the Cayuga Valley, sodden with the
endless rain, and threatened by a thin, asp-like trail of
fog obscuring the view beyond the hill. The alumni
would be back for Homecoming this weekend. “Who
would come back to this?” said the soaked scholar.
“What on earth are they thinking?”

Approaching the front door of the house, the
scholar pulled at the heavy oak and heard the quick
thapsody of chimes announcing dinner, the rush of the
brethren, and the clatter of chairs in the dining room.
Inside, it was all cordial camaraderie, good food, and
the strength afforded by the bonds. Halfway through
the cheesecake and Melvin Famey's joke, the scholar
understood the mystery. 1t was not Ithaca, but the
house that brought them back, and a house that met
the need of one’s generation did likewise for the gen-
erations to follow. 1t was one continuum, one chain.
“And you are only as strong as your weakest link,”
whispered the scholar into the suds of his Genny 12-
Horse Ale.

The NYAlphan is a publication of the Irving
Literary Society and is distributed by the New York
Alpha Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi Fratemity at Cornell
University. Contributions—newsworthy, editorial,
and, of course, financial—are eagerly sought. Send to:
Alumni Relations Office, Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity,
P.0. Box 876, lthaca, NY 14851-0876.

Alumni Association Officers

James D. Campbell Jr. 62
Frederick Beck '58
Matthew W. Street "96
Timothy S. Fisher '91
Donald S. Kennedy '55
Roger F. Newill '68
Richard J. Shapiro '85
Michael R. Hopsicker '86
David A. Powar '88 Director, Pro Bono Publico
Bruno U. Nardone '89 Director, Membership
vacant Director, Social

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Director, Communications
Director, Finance
Director, Capital Projects
Director, Infrastructure
Director, Nominations
Director, Education

David C. Cole 97 Chapter President
Chapter Officers
Bradley F. Shaw "98 President
Mahad Ibrahim '97 Vice President
Ned McClain 99 Corresponding Secretary
Craig E. Goryl "9 Treasurer
Alex Park '99 Social Chairman
Stephen P. Surman '99 Junior Social Chairman
Brian A. Fallik '99 Rush Co-Chairman
G. Howard Flowers 99 Rush Co-Chairman
Greg Starbird *99 Recording Secretary

John Rendall 00
Eric Leiter '00

Sherwood Yuen *00 Sergeant At Arms
Scott Presley 99 Comptroller
Dan Bruzzo '00 1M Chair
Andy Eichelberger 99 NYAlphan Editor

Co-Messenger
Co-Messenger

Facility To Offer State-Of-The Art Technologies

At last, Phi Kappa Psi prepares to enter the
new millennium. As we all know, our brother-
hood will be the beneficiary of a new state-of-
the-art facility called The Gables. On June 7,
1997, alumni and actives gathered at 525
Stewart Avenue to cele-
brate the groundbreaking
of this project. Although
we received one of those
bad Ithaca days we all
have come to know and
love, people were in
good spirits because of
the nature of the occa-
sion. The event was well
attended by over 100
brothers, plus the many
guests invited to this joy-
ous event.

The program of
events included the a
cappella serenading of
The Hangovers, the
unveiling of the bronze
bear to reside in the
great hall of The Gables,
and a few words from
people associated with
the project. We should
all thank brother Matt
Battistella "91 and his
family for the wine they
provided for the event,
from their Six Mile
Creek Winery.

One purpose of the
ceremony was to capture
the spirit of Old 312
Thurston and the current
house at 525 Stewart Avenue and to bridge the
gap between the two generations of brothers
who resided at these cornerstones of Phi Psi.
Many of the words spoken at the event were
directed toward the role of the Gables campaign
in bridging that gap. Another focus of the cere-

Mahad Ibrahim takes the “gold shovel”
(thanks to Agway and some gold paint)
in hand to take the ceremonial first dig.

mony was The Gables’ role in the lives of cur-
rent and future undergraduate Phi Psis. The
Gables will provide important tools for these
students as they pursue their undergraduate
education. The building will offer state-of-the-
art educational technolo-
gies, which will serve as
a resource to the Phi Psi
scholar. Also included in
the design are areas for
study and an expanded
library.

Although learning is
our primary purpose at
this university, we can’t
neglect the other aspects
of life. The Gables en-
courages all these as-
pects with its first-rate
living, dining, and social
accommodations. The
sum of these aspects
leaves us with a facility
that combines all the
necessary components of
students’ lives into one
great building. Cornell
University is such a big
place, but with a facility
like The Gables, we can
make this university
more intimate and con-
ducive to learning. These
were some of the
thoughts expressed by
the many great speakers,
such as Win Shiras 48,
Jim Campbell '62, Dan
Meyer ’87, Susan Mur-
phy, Gregory Knapp, and Roger Newill "68.
Now that we have broken ground, we look for-
ward to the dedication scheduled for the fall of
1998.

Mahad Ibrahim '97

Gables Groundbreaking A Huge Success

(continued from page one)
Alpha’s achievements and to Phi Psi’s long
future at Cornell. Following the toast, The
Hangovers led those assembled in the singing
of the Cornell alma mater.

With the ceremonial portion of the dedica-
tion completed, guests were invited to enjoy
wines and other beverages provided by Six
Mile Creek Vineyards, which is owned by the
Battistella family, parents of Matthew D. Bat-
tistella "91.

Also present for the ceremony was a most
impressive and yet-to-be-named large bronze
“Cornell” bear that was procured by Roger
Newill. The bear, which is pictured on pages
four and five of this issue, will grace the main
foyer and make a striking entrance to The
Gables.

With groundbreaking behind us and con-
struction now under way, we are already look-
ing forward to the dedication ceremonies,
which are now planned for the fall of 1998.

This issue of The NYAlphan contains a small sample of the pictures taken during the
event. An entire collection of these photos and more taken at the dedication next fall will be

put on permanent exhibit at The Gables.
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GABLES CONSTRUCTION BEGINS!
Completion Date Set For August 1, 1998

After a delay of several months, construc-
tion is now under way on The Gables. Work
that was originally expected to start this sum-
mer did not commence until late October as
final architectural details were worked out
between project architect Roger F. Newill 68
and the department of planning, design, and
construction at the university.

Early construction priorities will be given to
the removal of the facing on the existing struc-
ture and the demolition of the three-story stair-
well on the south side (facing Delta Tau Delta)
of the house. Other tasks that should be well
under way by the time you read this will be the
extension of the foundation to the perimeters of
The Gables and the erection of the building
shell. Swift progress is expected in these early
stages, and much of the

building shell should be closed in before the
coldest winter weather makes its arrival in
Ithaca.

Because of the delay in the start of construc-
tion, the completion date for the project has
been set back to August 1, 1998. According to
the contractor and those at Cornell who will be
overseeing the project, this is a realistic date
and one that should ensure that our undergradu-
ate brothers will start the next academic year in
their new home.

With the completion date set back to August
1, dedication ceremonies have also been re-
scheduled for fall of 1998. Although the exact
date has yet to be set, Phi Psi alumni will be
given adequate notice to help ensure that The
Gables’ dedication is the largest and greatest
event in our fraternity’s long history at Cornell.

Excitement Mounts As Project Gets
Under Way

At the biannual meeting of NYA3 on September 26, 1997, Don Ken-
nedy ’55 announced to grads and undergrads alike that Cornell University
had given the final approval required for construction to begin on the $4
million Gables project at 525 Stewart Avenue. The announcement thwart-
ed rumors that had begun to circulate as Phi Psi stood vacant and virtually
untouched since groundbreaking as actives returned to Ithaca for the start
of the new school year.

In days following the announcement, all doubts removed, the air about
New York Alpha was full of joy and exuberance. Brothers new and old
are excited as construction of The Gables begins. The Gables project not
only represents a new chapter in Phi Psi history, but a deeply rooted com-
: A , ) mitment by Phi Psis past and present to continuing the proud, fabled tra-
i ’ : ditions of New York Alpha on the hill. Current brothers are ecstatic that

- ‘ they will finally have a house they can be proud to live in, one that out-
siders will envy. No longer will Phi Psi be called the ugliest house on
campus. (I'm talking about the building, not the recent composite!) The
brutalist bomb shelter of old served its purpose, but it has now taken its
place in Phi Psi history.

In addition to getting a new house to live in, current brothers also

(continued on page six)

Above and right: NO TRESPASSING/CONSTRUCTION AREA! The
Psi U’s, Sigma Phis, and Delts may have a harder time sleeping late
with work on The Gables now fully under way. These photos show the
[first stage of the project, which involves the removal of the original brick
Jfacing and room windows. At the south side of the house (toward Delt),
the fire escape is being removed to make way for the new wing. At the
north side, the main chimney is being demolished to accommodate new
construction.
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The Hangovers stopped by the ceremony to lead in the singing of the Cornell alma mater

and stayed on to serenade participants.

Above: Project architect Roger Newill '68; Pete McChesney, Illinois
Alpha ’64, whose firm, Stewart Howe Alumni Service, coordinated the
Gables fund-raising effort; and John Benson, project manager for
Cornell’s department of planning, design, and construction. Right:
Two younger brothers welcome the fraternity’s new-found friend.

Win Shiras 48 shares his though
of The Gables p

a | (ol o/
Vice President for Student and Academic Services Susan Murphy, We’re missing some identifications here, including the couple at the left stand-
Phi Psi Executive Director Terry Harper, Phi Psi National Presi- ing next to Ed Callahan 52, then Sue 54 and Jack Voigt °52, Carman Hill

dent Greg Knapp, and Alumni President Jim Campbell. ’49, Bill Hagar *41, and Cletus Lauth ’47.
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Let’s hear it for the class of *52! Left to right: Elden Bennett Hartshorn, Tiger Weinman,
Harlow Cameron, Jack Voigt, Ed Callahan, Dave Bacon, and Doug MacLean.

that followed groundbreaking ceremonies. Below: Other
's about the significance than Mark Hennessey 87 (center), we’re not going to be

roject. able to provide identification for these smiling faces.
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/,jl’/// / }ﬂl ;| : Left to right: Brian Dawson '75 (kneeling), Buck Briggs '76, “Z”
A AR R AP ’76, unidentified, “Ned,” Howie Borkan '81, and Dave Dunn ’77.
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Phi Psi Sends Two Representatives To Leadership School

Taking a break from our summer activities,
Alex Park 99 and I, Brian Fallik 99, traveled
to Indiana to represent New York Alpha at the
1997 Woodrow Wilson Leadership School. The
event, hosted by Purdue University, enabled
brothers from all over the country to discuss the
current state of the fraternity, learn some histor-
ical foundations of the organization, and build a
framework for the future of Phi Kappa Psi and
the entire Greek community. Business aside,
the trip was also an opportunity to socialize
with Phi Psis from across the country and learn
what makes each chapter unique.

For three days, the education seminars alter-
nated between large lectures and smaller group
peer discussions. The speakers included distin-
guished Phi Psis and famous orators from other
national fraternities. These discourses examined

’.The Intramural Mus_e o

j H e ran down the court passxng them all
‘Brottier Rendall had stolen the ball! :
He raced toward the basket as fast as he could.
Nobody knew that what happened would.
He jumped up high, into the air,
Doing tricks and flips without a care.
And then it happened—he hit his head.
He fell to the floor; we thoughl he was dead.
The ball that he had didn’t go in,
But soon he got up, determined to win.
His neck hurt badly, his eyes burned and
teared; ,
The crowd stomped their feet and everyone
cheered. :
“The clock is ticking. Time’s running out!
‘Win for us, John!” we started to shout.
He looked at the score. We were losing by

, k he saw thlS, he knew what to do.
yward the ball and reached out to

- As always, John moved w1th the speed of a
rabbit.

- He quickly went back to the’ three~pomt line,
- Looked up at the clock-—“Seconds left: 9."
He stopped his dribbling and began to aim.
[t would be up to him to win the game.
He was lumbly ﬂervous, and hlb face grew
‘hot, - : g
ﬁ His knees were shakmg, mg stomach ina knot

-He shot the trey, and it went right in,

The whole crowd roared; what a din!

John L. Rendall had finally won!

With a half'second left, he beat them by one..

'ﬂnn he woke up serving water to the team:
The pnnre game had j st:been adream..

That pretty muchvwraps up the IM scene.
Rob Quackenbush 99

Brolher Quackenbush is an elecmcal engmeer
thankfully, not a poet. ;

the national media’s unfavorable treatment of
Greek organizations, predicted the future of
leadership in the new century, and even pre-
sented proper etiquette for men of the *90s. In a
more informal setting, the peer group discus-
sions presented a stage for the representatives
to voice their opinions on all facets of the
brotherhood. In these small groups, representa-
tives analyzed practical aspects such as rush
techniques, social events, philanthropy, and
house leadership. The central theme of the
meetings involved much more than merely lis-
tening to the experiences of other brothers at
their chapters. These meetings required that
each representative apply the experiences to his
own chapter. Clearly an effective tool for deter-
mining the strengths and weaknesses of each
chapter, this process allowed participants to
gather and analyze successes and failures from
Phi Psis all over the country.

The weekend included substantial national
business in addition to the leadership seminars.
During the second evening, representatives split
into their geographical divisions for dinner and
district meetings. After hearing general com-
ments from the outgoing archon, each chapter
presented a short synopsis of notable events
from the previous school year. District I repre-

sentatives were eager for news of The Gables at
Cornell, and the excitement increased with an
account of the groundbreaking and completion
date of August 1998. Nominations for archon
followed, and Alex received a nomination from
several schools in the district. Unfortunately, he
lost an extremely close vote after several run-
off elections.

Taking a break from business, we found
plenty of time for brotherhood among the hun-
dreds of Phi Psis in attendance. Sampling the
entertainment opportunities in Lafayette, Alex
and I quickly found a spot to unwind and enjoy
Purdue in the summer. Many more Phi Psis
eventually joined us, and we relaxed and frater-
nized well into the nights.

The weekend retreat provided Alex and me

with an essential blueprint of the national struc-

ture of Phi Kappa Psi as well as the individual
chapters from around the United States. Fur-
thermore, we gained information in areas vital
to the preservation of the fraternity while also
building our leadership skills and fraternity
objectives. After an intense weekend of Phi
Kappa Psi, Alex and [ were eager to return and
discuss our experiences with the brotherhood.

Brian Fallik "99

The last class of Phi Psis to live in the old house.

Excitement Mounts As Project Gets Under Way

(continued from page three)
understand the new responsibilities associated
with it. We, as brothers, are proud of The
Gables, even before its completion. We are
looking forward to having a house that we can
show off to friends and relatives and are com-
mitted to working hard to keep the gift of The
Gables in excellent condition. Steps have been
taken to develop new house policies regarding
upkeep of furniture and facility. The Animal
House attitude that may have been present in
the past is disappearing as actives find new
appreciation for their surroundings.

Despite lacking an official home at Cornell,

New York Alpha has been able to maintain a
strong preliminary rush. Upon returning to
campus, The Gables will provide the brother-
hood with a top-notch facility and no longer
serve as a detriment to the strength of the chap-
ter. Phi Psi will finally return to its proper
place as one of the strongest brotherhoods on
campus.

Speaking for all the brothers, I would like
to thank everyone who contributed large
amounts of their time and money in order to
make The Gables become a reality.

Jay “Mr. Fix-It” Gill 99
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Actives Thank Alums For Gables Contributions

On Sunday, October 26, an enthusiastic
group of undergraduate brothers gathered at the
Cornell development office to call alumni to
express their appreciation for the generosity
that helped make The Gables a reality.

During the course of the early evening proj-
ect, more than 450 calls were placed, which
allowed brothers to reach a significant portion
of our approximately 600 contributors. For
many it was an opportunity to express personal
appreciation or at least leave a message on an
answering machine expressing thanks.

We also took advantage of the phonathon to
do some final confirmation of previously
unspecified giving amounts and in some cases
to remind brothers that pledge payments were
now due.

The response from alumni was extremely
positive, and, from the comments made by
many, it is clear that a significant number of
those contacted are planning to make every
effort to join in celebrating the project’s com-
pletion by attending the dedication ceremony
next fall.

Brothers Possess Unusual Skills And Interests

Each fall, men journey from all corners of
the Earth to arrive at Cornell University, ready
to take on the world. It is at college that they
discover themselves, surrounded by friends and
immersed in their studies. This was especially
true of the men from New York Alpha, as it
seems several have wasted little time this year
in finding their true calling and getting their
feet wet.

One of these is sophomore Daniel Bruzzo,
who recently surfaced as one of the most re-
spected collectibles experts in the area. “D-
Bruz,” as we know him, presumably spent his
entire summer researching the vast field of
antique furniture and hard-to-find classical
items. He has put this wealth of knowledge to
good use this semester and has been known to
acquire high-quality pieces at rock-bottom
prices. As if that weren’t enough, D-Bruz also
specializes in transportation and delivery of the
items he handles.

We turn now to a classmate of Dan’s, young
John Rendall. Rendall, an electrical engineer, is
one of the more technically oriented New York
Alphans, as is evident by his performance on
the Speak "N’ Spell. A Picasso in his own right,
John has occasionally lent his skills to specially
chosen campus renovation projects.

...And a good time was had by all.

A pledgemate of John’s and also an engi-
neer, Kevin Porter "99 has spent the better part
of the semester making a very personal sacri-
fice in the name of medical science. As part of
an intense investigation into the forms and
means of supplemental introduction of deficient
chemicals into the body, Kevin undergoes
application of a series of epidermal bandages
on a daily basis. His efforts are commendable,
and we applaud him.

Let us now focus our attention on Herbert
Smith ’99. Making his big debut in the wonder-
ful world of fashion, Herbert’s timeless orange
bell-bottoms and form-fitting silk shirts in a
variety of pastel colors have admirers every-
where shouting “Super!” and “Fabulous!”

Last, but certainly not least (not by any
stretch of the imagination), we have Michael
Dickman ’99. As if Dickman’s achievements
thus far weren’t enough of an example for the
rest of the brotherhood, he has recently brought
his musical talents to center stage and per-
formed live for neighbors and Cornellians.
Michael has spent the past several years per-
fecting his art form and can now be considered
one of the premier amateur flute players in the
Northeast.

Stephen Surman "99

Semester Going Well
For Undergrads

I want to start by thanking all of my officers
for helping get this semester of Phi Psi in col-
legetown off to a successful start. It hasn’t been
easy adapting to the separated living arrange-
ments and other difficulties presented by our
current living situation. I want to especially
thank the rush chairs, Brian Fallik '99 and
Howard Flowers ’99, for working so hard on
finding innovative ways to lure rushees into
collegetown. This has been the best-looking
group of fall rushees we have seen in a few
years. I foresee no problem with us meeting
our goal of pledging 15 men from the out-of-
house location.

I believe part of the reason things are off to
such a great start is because of a really produc-
tive retreat we had at the end of August. About
15 men were able to join me in attending this
year’s undergrad retreat to the Arnot Forest. At
the two-day event, we tackled such critical
issues as keeping the brotherhood united
throughout the next year and the problems of
rushing from C-town and how to solve them.
We also came up with several ideas for the
housing contract and residence plan. I hope we
can establish this retreat as a tradition that we
follow every summer. The benefits of getting
everyone out of Ithaca and spending a few days
focusing on Phi Psi issues are enormous. In
addition, I think everyone had a good time
going to the Arnot Forest.

We are still one semester away from com-
pleting our goals and making the move into
The Gables, but I think we have started on the
right track, and I feel the brotherhood will be
able to make the transition as smooth as possi-
ble. As always, please don’t hesitate to use the
e-mail listserves to contact actives and/or
alumni.

Bradley Shaw 98
President

Ned McLane 99 and Ben Norwood ’97 strike a pose.
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